(09) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP; HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME, EMOTIONALLY? Part 1

    In this study we will, by God's grace, look at six basic emotions, and what His Word has to say about them. We'll begin with the emotion most often talked about; LOVE; which we’ll break into six categories,
(a) Love of husband for wife:

    I praise my God every day for giving me such a good and wonderful wife, in every sense of the word. This is something which we husbands don’t do nearly enough of; praising God, and thanking our wives; and so we fail to experience the full truth of;
(1) Pro.18:22 “He who finds a wife, finds a good thing, and obtains favour from the Lord.”

    Because of this neglect, we also fail to praise God for, and to experience the reality of;

(2) Pro.31:10-12 “Who can find a good wife? She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life.”

How true that is of you, Terri! Thank you!
    For me, one of the most wonderful things Terri and I have learned over the years is that, in our relationship together, if we continually choose, by faith, to agree with God’s Word on this matter of loving, we can increasingly experience the truth of the words of;

(3) Ecc.9:9 “Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life which he has given you under the sun, because that is your portion in life, and in your toil at which you toil under the sun.”

     This is so for us, because we have chosen, and continually choose, to exercise our God-given freedom and right, to love each other, knowing this is all part of what the Lord Jesus Christ won for us on Calvary’s tree.

    Then of course there’s;

(4) Pro.5:18-19 “Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth, a lovely hind, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill you at all times with delight; be infatuated always with her love.”

How beautiful that is, and it’s one of my favourites!
    The truth of the matter, as far as God is concerned, is that all real love is based in our minds; in our wills; not in our feelings. This is show by the fact that, in his Word, he commands us to exercise this love. Clearly, if the love he’s talking about were just something we felt, then, as feelings are something which we, of ourselves, have very little, if any control over, it would be unfair to command us to have this type of love. But because the world goes so much on its emotions, this is precisely why it has such enormous marital problems. 
    As we just said, God commands us to exercise love in our marriages. We read in;

(5) Eph. 5:25 “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church, and gave himself up for her.”

What a very big command, ‘Love one another as I have loved you!’

    Then we must add to this, consideration and honour;
(6) 1Pet.3:7 “Husbands, live considerately with your wives, bestowing honour on the woman as the weaker sex, since you are joint heirs of the grace of life, in order that your prayers may not be hindered.”

    We must follow these up with gentleness;
(8) Col.3:19 “Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them.”

    Finally, to honour, we must all the all important ingredient of holiness;
(7) 1Thes.4:3-5 “This is the will of God, and your sanctification; that you abstain from unchastity; that each of you know how to take a wife to himself in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust as the heathen do, who do not know God.”

(b) Love of wife for husband:

    We’ll start by again going to;

(8) Pro.31:10-12 “Who can find a good wife? She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life.”

    Then we find in;

(9) Eph.5:22-24 “Wives, be subject to your husbands, as to the Lord; for the husband is head of his wife, as Christ is head of the church, his body, and is himself its Saviour. As the church is subject to Christ, so let wives be subject to their husbands in everything.”

We must never confuse this being subject, with being inferior. That though was never in our God’s mind.

    This is clearly shown in;
(10) 1Pet.3:1-4 “Wives, be submissive to your husbands, so that some, who do not obey the Word, may be won without a word, by the behaviour of their wives, when they see your reverent and chaste behaviour. 

    Do not let your adorning be the outward one of braiding of hair, decoration of gold, and wearing of fine clothing, but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable jewel of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious.” 
(Remember Naomi’s instructions to Ruth in Ruth3:1-3. Read also Genesis 24:10-27)
(11) Col.3:18 “Wives, be subject to your husbands as is fitting in the Lord.”

    Those scriptures clearly show that what God requires is an attitude of submissiveness; an attitude which a wife willingly chooses, not something that’s imposed by her husband, or by some law; an attitude which is, in point of fact, an essential attribute of genuine love.
    It’s in this area, more than any other, that older, more mature Christian wives have a loving obligation to serve their younger sisters in the Lord by their good example of obeying God’s Word. We read in;
(12) Tit.2:3-5 “Bid the older women to be reverent in their behaviour; not to be slanderers or slaves to drink; they are to teach what is good, and so train the younger women to love their husbands and children, to be sensible, chaste, domestic, kind, and submissive to their husbands, that the Word God may not be discredited.” 
(10) DSCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP; HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME EMOTIONALLY? Part 2 

    In this group of studies we’re looking at six basic emotions, and what God’s Word has to say about them. We began with the first two of six categories of love, in Part 1. We'll now continue on from there with the third category, which is;
(c) Love of parent for child:

    As parents, the most important way we can show our love for our children is, both in word and deed, to do what we’re told in;
(1) Deut.6:4-7 “Hear Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. And these words which I command you this day shall be upon your heart. And you shall teach them diligently to your children, and you shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you rise up, and when you lie down.”

    It’s very important to remember the words of Jesus when he told us that the world would hate us, because it hated him, as he said to us in John 15:18, and in the light of that, let’s read;
(2) Pro.13:24 “He who spares the rod, hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him.”

(3) Pro.19:18 “Discipline your son while there is hope, and do not set your heart on his destruction.”

(4) Pro.20:30 “Blows that wound cleans from evil, strokes make clean the innermost parts.”

(5) Pro.23:13-14 “Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you beat him with the rod, he will not die. If you beat him with the rod, you will save his life from Sheol.”

(6) Pro.29:15 “The rod and reproof gives wisdom, but a child, left to himself, brings shame to his mother.”

    All of the above principles of God’ Word are now outlawed by the world we live in, and it would appear that they have been largely rejected also by much of those who are supposed to be God’s people. 

    Yet surely for us who truly and fully believe the truth of our God’s Word, the fact that the thought of using the rod is repeated so often, must make it obvious to us that its usage is very important in our God’s eyes. 

    How are we going to stand before him if the opinions of this ungodly world are more important to us that his?

    So, it’s very important for us to remember the promise of;
(7) Pro.22:6 “Train up a child in the way that he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.”

    Because, as every parent who’s honest with themselves knows;
(8) Pro.22:15 “Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far from him.”

    But we must be able to distinguish between discipline and punishment, remembering that though the same actions are often used in both cases, yet discipline has the sole purpose of training, while punishment is the penalty for wrongdoing.
(9) Pro.29:17 “Discipline your son, and he will give you rest, he will give delight to your heart.”

    If we confuse discipline with punishment, then we can cause ourselves to disobey;
(10) Eph.6:4 “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction, or training of the Lord.”

(11) Col.3:21 “Fathers, do not provoke your children lest they become discouraged.”

    Instead, we, as fathers, must be like the elder of;
(12) 1Tim.3:4 “An elder must manage his own household well, keeping his children submissive and respectful in every way.”

Now to the other side of the picture, which is;

(d) Love of child for parent:

    We’ll begin with something which seems to be very difficult for children today;

(13) Pro.23:22 “Listen to your father who begot you, and do not despise your mother when she is old.”

    And of course, there are the often forgotten warnings of;
(14) Pro.20:20 “If anyone curses his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out in utter darkness.”

    And;
(15) Pro.28:24 “He who robs his father, or his mother saying, ‘That is no transgression,’ is the companion of the man who destroys.”

    Plus;
(16) Pro.30:17 “The eye that mocks a father, and scorns to obey a mother will be picked out by the ravens of the valley, and eaten by the vultures.”

    Then there’s the almost forgotten command, and promise of;
(17) Eph.6:1-3 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for that is right. “Honor your father and your mother,” which is the first commandment with a promise, “That it may be well with you, and that you may live long upon the earth.”

    There’s another danger for children, which can be easily overlooked; it’s the danger of man’s rules, or his religious traditions. Some of the new laws on children’s rights in this country fall into that category, by being completely contrary to our God’s Word. But remember, we’ll all answer to God in the end.
(18) Mk.7:9-13 “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God, in order to keep your traditions. Moses said, “Honor your father and your mother,” and, “He who speaks evil of his father or mother, let him surely die.” But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, ‘What you would have gained from me is given to God,’ then you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother, thus making void the Word of God through your traditions which you hand on.”

    Finally, one last, but very important thing for those children who claim to be reborn of God, and to love Jesus! What about doing the things which please him???

Remember;
(19) Col.3:20 “Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.”
(11) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP; HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME, EMOTIONALLY? Part 3
    The fourth category of love we’ll look at is;
(c) Love of self:

    It is vital to grasp the truth of our God’s Word here; otherwise we’ll fail completely to obey the first and greatest command of them all;
(1) Mat.22:37-40 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and the great command. And there is a second which is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ On these two commandments, all the law, and the prophets, depend.”

    Unless we understand that God is saying he created us with the very real ability to have a genuine love of self, and unless we know what that love is like, we’re in trouble, just like the unbelieving world around us. We’ll never begin to understand;
(2) Eph.5:29 “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the Church, and gave himself up for her.”

    Neither will we be able to grasp;
(3) Lev.19:18 “You shall not take vengeance, or bear any grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbour as yourself: I am the Lord.”

    We’ll have no hope of fully comprehending;
(4) Rom.13:8-10 “Owe no one anything except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbour has fulfilled the law. The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery. You shall not kill. You shall not steal. You shall not covet,” and any other commandments, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore love is the fulfilment of the law.”

    And so we’ll fail to experience the freedom of;
(5) Gal.5:13-14 “You were called to freedom brethren, but do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love be servants of one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”

    On account of all that, we’ll never be able to fulfil;
(6) Jas.2:8 “If you really fulfil the royal law according to the scriptures, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself,” you do well.”
The next category of love that we’ll look at is;

(d) Love of citizen for country:

    Like all forms of love, this one starts with obedience, that is, obedience to the laws of the place our God has us spending our exile;
(3) Tit.3:1 “Be submissive to rulers and authorities, be obedient, be ready for any honest work.”

(4) Rom.13:1-7 “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by him. Therefore, whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed. And those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. 

    Would you have no fear of him who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain; he is the servant of God to execute judgment on the wrongdoer. 

    Therefore we must be subject, not only to avoid God’s wrath, but also for conscience sake. For the same reason we also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay all of them their dues, taxes, to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.”

(5) 1Pet.2:13-17 “Be subject, for the Lord’s sake, to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do wrong, and to praise those who do right. For it is God’s will that by doing what is right you should silence foolish and ignorant men. 

    Live as free men, yet without using your freedom as a pretext for evil; but live as servants of God. Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.”

    Jesus gave us the example to follow in;
(1) Matt.17:24-27 The collectors of the half shekel tax asked Peter, “Does your teacher pay the tax?” Peter answered, ‘Yes.’ And when he came home, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, “What do you think Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth take toll or tribute, from their sons or from others?” And when he said, ‘From others,’ Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free. However, not to give offence to them, go to the sea and cast a hook, and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open its mouth you will find a shekel; take that, and give it to them for me, and for yourself.”

(2) Matt.22:15-21 “The Pharisees took council as to how to entangle Jesus in his talk. They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true, and teach the way of God truthfully, and care for no man, for you do not regard the position of men. Tell us then what you think, is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’ But Jesus, aware of their malice, said. “Why do you put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the money for the tax.” They brought him a coin, and Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Render to Caesar the things which are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”

    Finally, we’ll look at the story of Mordecai. We read in;
(6) Neh.2:2-3 “The king said to Nehemiah, “Why is you face sad, seeing as you are not sick? This is nothing else than a sadness of heart.” I said to the king, “Let the king live forever! Why should my face not be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers sepulchres lies waste, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?”

    Genuine loving grief in this area can help to bring our God’s compassionate deliverance to us;
(7) Esther 2:21-23 “Two of the king’s eunuchs became angry, and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. And this came to the knowledge of Mordecai, and he told it to Queen Ester, and Ester told the king, in the name of Mordecai. When the thing was investigated and found to be so, the men were both hanged on the gallows, and it was recorded in the Book of the Chronicles in the presence of the King.”

(8) Ester 6:1-11 “The king could not sleep, and he gave orders to bring the book of memorable deeds – and it was found written how Mordecai had told about the two eunuchs who were going to kill the king.”

    Haman, who had been plotting to kill Mordecai, didn’t know what had been happening, so, when asked by the king what should be done for the man whom the king delights to honour, thinking that was himself, he said;

(9) Ester 6:7-10 “Let the kings royal robes be brought, and a horse which the king has ridden, and one of the king’s royal crowns, and give them to one of the king’s most noble princes, and let him put them on the one whom the king delights to honour. Let that prince then lead the man on horseback through the city, proclaiming, “Thus it shall be done for the man whom the king delights to honour.” The king said to Haman, “Go quickly and do all that you have said for Mordecai, and leave nothing out.” (Condensed version) 

(Please read Ester 6:1-11 for yourself!)
If we’d only completely trust our God to honour his Word in our lives, what wonders we’ll then see!!!

(12) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP; HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME, EMOTIONALLY? Part 4
    The next emotion we’ll look at is HATRED, beginning with its results in our lives;
    First we’re shown the contrasting effects of hatred and love;
(1) Pro.10:12 “Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offences.”

    And then the results of hatred, seen through God’s eyes in;
(2) 1Jh.3:15 “Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him.”

    It’s very important to remember when looking at this emotion, that, just like all the rest, there’s a good and a bad side to it. 

We’ll start by looking at HATRED of Sin!
    We find this expressed in;
(1) Jude 23 “Save some by snatching them out of the fire. On some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.” 

    That is, hating any even indirect contact with what’s evil in our God’s sight, anything of the flesh.

       It’s important to understand here that in those places where they wear long robes, as I did during my time in a monastery, they sometimes use the skirt of their robe like a cloth basket, by lifting up the hem, in order to be able to carry things. And we see the effects of this even indirect contact in;
(2) Haggai 2:11-14 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: Ask the priests to decide this question, “If one carries holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with that skirt touches bread, or potage, or wine, or oil, or any kind of food, does it become holy?” The priest answered, ‘NO!’ 

    Then Haggai said, “If one who is unclean by contact with a dead body touches any of these, does it become unclean?” The priest answered, “It does become unclean.’  Then Haggai said, “So it is with this people, and with this nation before me, says the Lord; and so it is with every work of their hands; and what they offer is unclean.”

    Overall, that parable is just like the story of the two barrels of apples, one bad, the other good. If one were to take an apple from each barrel and swap them over, what’s the result, but all bad apples?

    In the same way, we cannot be true reborn children of God by just having Christian parents or siblings, or a Christian spouse; in other words, by indirect contact with God. NO! Each of us must have a direct encounter with him, in Jesus Christ.

    But remember also, if we are truly reborn, and clean to God, we most certainly will become unclean again if we maintain direct, intimate contact, through fellowship with those who simply do not believe the Word of God.
    We see this hatred of evil expressed again as a hatred of God's enemies in;
(1) Ps.139:21-22 “I hate those who hate you Lord. I loathe them who rise up against you. I hate them with perfect hatred. I count them my enemies.”

    The avoiding of the causes of evil is talked about in;
(2) Ps.26:5 “I hate the company of evil doers, and I will not sit with the wicked.”

(3) Ps.1:1-2 “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the council of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers, but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and he meditates on it day and night.”

    And then there are the frightening statements in Proverbs which apply so aptly to today’s justice system;
(4) Pro.17:15 “He who justifies the wicked, and he who condemns the righteous, are both alike, an abomination to the Lord.”

(5) Pro.24:24 “He who says to the wicked, “You are innocent,” will be cursed by peoples, abhorred by nations, but those who rebuke the wicked will have delight, and a good blessing will be upon them.”
Next we’ll look at man’s natural anger;

(1) Ecc.7:9 “Do not be quick to anger, for anger lodges in the bosom of fools.”

(2) Eph.4:26 “Be angry, but do not sin. Do not let the sun go down upon you anger.”

(3) Ps.4:4 “Be angry, but do not sin. Commune with your own heart on your bed, and be silent.”

(4) Jas.1:19-20 “Let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger, for man’s anger does not work God’s righteousness. Therefore, put away all filthiness, and rank growth of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.”
    If we’ll follow those simple rules, how different our relationship with all of God’s people would be!!
Now we come to Holy Anger;
    We read in;
(1) Ex.32:19-20 “As soon as Moses came near the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned hot. And he threw the tables out of his hand and broke them at the foot of the mountain. He took the calf which they had made, and burned it with fire, and ground it to powder, and scattered it on the water, and made the people drink it.”

Again we see Moses’ holy anger when he was opposed by Dathan and Abiram, and its results in. Num.16:12-35
    Then we go to Sampson in;
(2) Judges 15:14-15 “The Spirit of the Lord come mightily upon Sampson, and the ropes which were on his arms became like flax that had caught fire, and his bonds melted off his hands. And he found a fresh jawbone of an ass, and seizing it, he slew a thousand men.”
    And once more we go to king Saul in;
(3) 1Sam.11:6-7 When Saul heard what the Ammonites were going to do to the men of Jabesh, “The Spirit of God came mightily on Saul, and his anger was greatly kindled. He took a yoke of oxen, and he cut them in pieces, and he sent them throughout all Israel saying, “Whoever does not come out after Saul and Samuel so shall be done to his oxen.”

    Then we see Jesus in;
(4) Jh.2:14-16 “In the temple, Jesus found those who were selling sheep, and oxen, and pigeons, and the money-changers at their business, and making a whip of cords he drove them all out, and he poured out the coins of the money-changers, and overturned their tables. And he told them, “Take these things away; you shall not make my Father’s house a house of trade.”

    And finally, to Jesus again in;
(5) Luk.19:45-46 “Jesus entered the temple, and began to drive out those who sold, saying to them, “It is written, “My house shall be a house of prayer, but you have made it a den of robbers.”
Clearly, there is a godly, righteous anger, given by the mighty Spirit of God for his purposes.

(13) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP; HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME, EMOTIONALLY? Part 5
    In this group of studies on the emotional effect of our becoming reborn Christians, and children of the living God, we now come to one of the darker types; LUST.

    This, of course, can take many different forms, but we’ll begin with the one which most readily comes to mind for many people, and that’s sexual lust. 

    Of this, Jesus said in;
(1) Mat.5:27-28 “You have heard that it is said, “You shall not commit adultery,” but I say that everyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”

That attitude of the heart is the most important thing we should keep in mind when looking at where we are with our God, in this area of sexual behaviour! Certainly this is so, as far as he is concerned.

    Now with that in mind we add;

(2) 2Tim.2:22 “Shun youthful passions, and aim at righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart.”

And in a more general way, for guide lines in this area, we read in;
(3) Gal.5:16 “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh.”
And it’s important to remember always what the Word tells us in;
(4) 1Jn.2:16 “All that is of the world; the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eyes, and the pride of life, are not of the Father, but are of the world.”

Then there’s the warning of;
(5) 1Tim.6:9-10 “Those who desire to be rich, fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and hurtful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all evils, and it is through this craving that some have wandered from the faith, and pierced their hearts with many pangs.”

    But with all of these warnings it is vital that we never forget the loving mercy and kindness of our God as shown to us in;
(6) Tit.2:11-12 “The grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, training us to renounce irreligion and worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world.”

    For me personally, and maybe for you also, there’s a profound, and very revealing truth in;

(7) Tit.3:3 “We ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by men, and hating one another.”
Now on to FEAR!
    This is surely the most troublesome of all emotions for so very many of us. And it can take form in just about every, and any, area of our lives. Often without warning! We read in:

(1) Rev.21:8 “As for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, as for murderers, fornicators, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their lot will be in the lake which burns with fire and sulphur, which is the second death,”

    We read that fear of man’s opinions is something which, to say the very least, our God does not like.
(2) Mk.8:38 “Whoever is ashamed of me, and of my words, in this sinful and adulterous generation, of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father, with the holy angels.”

I don’t know for sure about you, but I do know that’s a position I do not want to find myself in!

    In this area of fear of man we’ve had ample warning from Jesus himself. He tells us quite clearly in;
(3) Mat.10:24-28 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant to be like his master. If they call the Master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they malign those of his household?

    So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be made known. What I tell you in the dark, utter in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. And do not fear those who can kill the body, but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both body and soul in hell.”

(4) Luke.12:4-5 “Do not fear those who can kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I warn you who you should fear; fear him, who after he has killed, has power to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.”

    Now we come to the most important facet of this emotion, a fear which we must choose to have, if we’re to be acceptable to our God. We’ll begin with Jesus’ example for us, as recorded in;
(5) Heb.5:7 “In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard for his godly fear.”

    It’s clear that this kind of holy fear will keep us on the right and good path. We see this in; 
(6) 1Pet.1:16-17 “It is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’ So if you invoke as Father the one who judges each one impartially according to his deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile.”

    Again we read in;
(7) Rom.3:10-18 “It is written; 

“None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside, together they have gone wrong; no one does good, no, not one.”

“Their throat is an open grave, and they use their tongues to deceive.”

“The venom of asps is under their lips.”

“Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”

“Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace they do not know.”

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

    But it’s again vital that we balance those scriptures with;
(8) 1Jn.4:18 “There is no fear in love, for perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and he who fears is not perfected in love.”

    Now, remembering that in the passage we’ve just read (where many of us like to focus on perfect love casting out fear, and ignoring the rest of the Word on the subject) the Spirit, through John, is talking about love casting out a fear of eternal punishment. 
    But if we have any spiritual sense, we’ll gladly learn to fear our Father’s anger when we misbehave. Otherwise we’ll place ourselves in the awful position of those talked of in Rom.3:10-18; never learning, through his discipline, to do what’s right in his eyes. 
    Paul takes about experiencing a form of fear, which, from his words, would appear to be a form of self-preservation. This type of fear is essential for the continuation of the human race, and is something which our God has placed in us. We read about it in;
(9) 2Cor.7:5 Paul said, “When we came into Macedonia our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted at every turn; fightings outside, and fears inside.”

    Of course, like every form of fear, we must not carry this self- preservation too far; else we may end up denying something of our God Word, or endanger other people, especially Christians. Remember;

(10) 2Tim.l:7 “God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love, and of self-control.”
Now to the last of this group of emotions; JEALOUSY!
    If this is allowed to develop in us, it is surely one of the most dangerous and violent of all our emotions. We read in;
(1) Pro.6:34 “Jealousy makes a man furious, and he will not spare when he takes revenge.”

    As I know from personal experience, it’s also very cruel;
(2) Song of Sol.8:6 “Love is as strong as death; jealousy is as cruel as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, a most vehement flame.”

    It’s very important for us to remember that, in our God, jealousy is also a very vengeful thing also. Among other things, we read that he is a jealous God;
(3) Ex.20:4-6 “You shall not make for yourselves a graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or what is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them, or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me, and keep my commandments.”

    We even find it’s one of his names in;
(4) Ex.34:14 “You shall worship no other god, for the Lord, whose name is ‘Jealous’, is a jealous God.”

    Lastly, we see a necessary, Holy Spirit inspired jealousy in;
(5) 1Kings 19:9-10 “The Word of the Lord came to Elijah, and said, “What are you doing here Elijah?” He said, “I have been jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, have thrown down your alters; and have slain your prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it way.”

Our emotions are like the strings of a guitar. The tune that comes out depends on who is plucking the strings; 

GOD, 

SELF, OR SATAN!
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